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CATALOGUE OF THE COBVIDJE, PARADISEID.E AND OBIOLID.X 

IK THE COLLECTION OF THE ACADEMY OF NATURAL 

SCIENCES OF PHILADELPHIA. 

BY WITMER STONE. 

The family Corvidce as generally understood is a somewhat 
heterogeneous group leading by gradations from the typical Crows 
to several other families as the Paradiseidw, Laniidce and Sturnidce ; 
so that it is a difficult matter to decide just what forms should be 
included within its limits. 

In the following catalogue I have excluded the Australian Piping 
Crows (GymnorhinincB.) Most of them seem to belong with the 
Shrikes and though Strepera approaches the Corvida it is better to 
keep it with the other genera than to divide the group as has been 
done by some authors. 

The remaining forms may be arranged in four sub-families : — I. 
Dendrocittinm the Tree Crows, which seem to lead up to Pica ; II. 
Garrulince the Magpies and Jays ; Pica representing one extreme 
and Garrulus the other ; here are included the great series of Jays 
of North and South America, and a similar group ( Gissa and Uro- 
cissa) from Asia ; Gyanopolius seems to be intermediate between these 
and Pica. III. Corvince, the Crows and Nutcrackers, along with 
the aberrant genus Picathartes. IV. Fregilinw, the Choughs, an 
isolated group which appears to be approaching extinction. 

The Corvidce in the Academy collection are represented by 434 
specimens, including 109 species and subspecies and 6 types. The 
whole number of species in the family as here restricted is about 160. 
The species in the following list are followed by the localities from 
which the Academy has specimens. 

CORVID.ffi. 
Dendroeittinse. 

Cryptorhina afra (Linn.). Senegal. 
Crypsirhina varians (Lath.). Java and Sumatra. 
Platysmurus leucopterus (Temm.). Java and Sumatra. 
Platysmurus aterrimus (Temm.). 

One specimen with no locality indicated. 
Dendrocitta rufa (Scop.). 

A series from India, Rivoli collection. 
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Dendeocitta fbontai,is McClell. India. 
Dendeocitta letjcogastea Gould. India. 
Dendrocitta himalayensis Blyth. India. 
Dendeocitta occipitalis (Mull.). Sumatra. 

G-arrulin.se. 

Pica maueitanica Malh. 

Male and female from Algeria, Rivoli collection. 
Pica pica (Linn.). 

Specimens from India, China and Japan. It is quite likely that 
some of these may represent distinct races but I cannot decide with- 
out a larger series. 
Pica pica hudsonica (Sab.). 

Several specimens from the Columbia river by J. K. Townsend. 
Pica nuttalli Aud. 

California, and Columbia river, the latter from the Townsend 
collection. 

Cyanopolius cyanus (Pall.). Japan. 
Cyanopolius cooki Bp. Spain. 
Cissa chinensis (Bodd.). India. 

ClSSA CHINENSIS MINOR (Cab.). 

One specimen of this race, probably from Sumatra. It is much 
smaller than the Indian bird, and differs in the markings of the 
secondaries, the black subterminal band being restricted to a spot 
on the outer web, while the white terminal band runs but a very 
little way up the inner web. This may, however, be due to age. 
Cissa thalassina Temm. Java. 
Cissa oenata (Wagl.). 

One specimen of this peculiar species, procured from Verreaux. 
Ueocissa occipitalis (Blyth.). India. 
Urocissa eeythroehyncha (Gm.). 

One worn specimen which seems to belong to this species. 
Ueocissa flavirosteis (Blyth.) 

Several specimens from India. 
Calocitta foemosa (Swains.). 

Several from Mexico, also one from Bell's collection labelled 
California, which is no doubt an error. 
Calocitta colliei (Vig.). Acapulco, Mexico. 
Psilorhinus morio (Wagl.). 

Several specimens from Mexico, including one with a prominent 
gray malar patch. 
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PSILOEHINUS MEXICANUS Rtipp. 

Two specimens from Nicaragua in the Abbott collection of skins 
arid several mounted specimens including the form described as P. 
cyanogenys by Sharpe but which seems to be merely an individual 
variation of P. mexicanus. (For full discussion of this subject see 
Stone, Proc. Phila. Acad. 1891, p. 94. " On the Genus Psilorhinus.") 

The type of Corvus vociferus Cabot (from Yucatan) which proves 
to be a Psilorhinus is also in the collection and may be distinct from 
P. mexicanus, as it exhibits several peculiar characters. (See the 
article just referred to.) 
Uroleuca cyanoleuca (Max.). 

One specimen from Brazil. This bird seems to be a derivitive of 
the Cyanocorax stock, with a square tail, the general resemblance 
between it and C. affinis is striking. 
Cyanocorax chrysops (Vieill.). Brazil. 
Cyanocorax affinis Peltz. Bogota. 
Cyanocorax cayanus (Linn.). Guiana. 
Cyanocorax cyanopogon (Max.). Brazil. 
Cyanocorax mystacalis (Geoff.). Ecuador. 
Cyanocorax heilprini Gentry. 

Type of the species, " Rio Negro, S. America." This spec- 
imen (described by Mr. Gentry, Proc, Phila. Acad. 1885, p. 90.) seems 
to remain unique. As stated by its describer it unites the characters 
of the two groups in which the species may be arranged, having 
under parts for the most part dark purplish and the tail having a 
white terminal band. It seems to me that we may have in this bird 
a case parallel to that of Helminthophila leucobronchialis, the 
peculiar hybrid warbler of North America. At any rate a hybrid 
between such species as Cyanocorax cyanomelas and C. cyanopogon 
or C. cayanus would, I think, be very near to C. heilprini and the 
apparent extreme rarity of the latter would seem to strengthen the 
theory of its hybrid origin. 

Cyanocorax cyanomelas (Vieill.). S. America. 
Cyanocorax violaceus DuBus. 

Several specimens from the Rivoli collection including the type of 
C. harrisii Cassin. 

Cyanocorax c^ruleus (Vieill.). Brazil. 
Cyanocorax ornatus (Less.). 

Jalapa Mexico from the D'Oca collection, 
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Xanthoura yncas (Bodd.) Bogota. 
Xanthoura yncas ceruleocephala (DuBois). 

One specimen without locality. 
Xanthoura luxuosa (Less.). Mexico. 
Cissolopha sanblasiana (Lafr.). 

Two specimens from the Rivoli collection, one of which has the 
bill yellow. 
Cissolopha beecheii (Vig.). 

Several specimens from Mexico and one labelled "California" 
doubtless an error. 
Cissolopha yucatanica (DuBois). 
Cissolopha melanocyanea (Hartl.). Coban, Vera Paz. 
Cyanolyca armillata (Gray). Columbia. 
Cyanolyca turcosa (Bp.). Bogota. 
Cyanolyca viridicyanea (D'Orb.). Yungas, Bolivia. 
Cyanolyca nana (DuBus). 

Two specimens from Jalapa, Mexico, D'Oca collection. 
Aphelocoma floridana (Bartr.). Florida. 
Aphelocoma woodhousei (Baird.). 

Collected by Dr. T. C. Henry, on the Rio Grande, New Mexico. 
Aphelocoma californica (Vig.). 

Specimens from California, also one collected by J. K. Townsend, 
Columbia river. 

Aphelocoma sieberii (Wagl.). Jalapa, Mexico. 
Aphelocoma sieberii arizonae (Ridgw.). 

Arizona, Rhoads collection. 
Aphelocoma unicolor (DuBus). 

Specimens from Mexico, D'Oca and Pease collections, also the 
type of Cyanoeorax eoncolor Cassin. 
Cyanocitta cristata (Linn.). 

Various parts of eastern United States and Canada. 
Cyanocitta cristata florincola (Coues.). 

Florida, Baker and Rhoads collections. 
Cyanocitta stelleri (Gm.). 

One specimen from Alaska and others with no locality. Some 
specimens seem nearly intermediate between this and the subspecies 
frontalis but this may be due to change of color from exposure to 
the light. 
Cyanocitta stelleri frontalis (Ridgw.). California. 
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Cyanocitta stelleri macrolopha (Baird.). New Mexico and 

Arizona. 
Cyanocitta stelleri diademata (Bonap.). Mexico. 
Cyanocitta stelleri coronata (Sw.). 

Jalapa, Mexico, from the D'Oca collection. 
Perisoreus infaustus (Linn.). 

Several specimens from the Rivoli collection. 
Perisoreus canadensis (Linn.). North America. 
Garrulus glandarius (Linn.). Europe. 
Garrulus japonicus (Schl.). Japan. 
Garrulus brandti Everm. 

One specimen from the Altai Mts. 
Garrulus cervicalis Bonap. Algeria. 
Garrulus bispecularis Vig. Himalayas. 
Garrulus lanceolatus Vig. Himalayas. 
Platylophus galericulatus (Cuv.). 

Three adult specimens from Java. 
Platylophus coronata (Raffl.). 

Adults and young from Sumatra. 

Corvinae. 

Picathartes gymnocephalus (Temm.) 

One male specimen in fine state of preservation from Guinea, 
West Africa. This specimen is from the Rivoli collection and the 
stand bears the following " individu type de la planche de temminck," 
" prepare 1 par Verreaux." 
Gymnocorax senex (Less.). 

One specimen from New Guinea. 

CORVULTUR ALBICOLLIS (Lath.). 

Three specimens from South Africa. 

CORVULTUR CRASSIROSTRIS (Rupp.). 

Two specimens from Africa. 
Corvus frugilegus Linn. France. 
Corvus pastinator Gould. Japan. 
Corvus capensis Licht. Africa. 
Corvus corax Linn. 

Several specimens probably from Europe. 
Corvus corax sinuatus (Wagl.). 

There are five specimens of American Ravens in the collection, 
one from Kansas, two from California and two from New Jersey, 
these last from Mr. Cassin's collection. 
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Cobvds hawaiensis Peale. 

Two specimens, the types of this interesting species, collected in 
the Sandwich Islands by J. K. Townsend. 
Corvus ceyptoleucus Conch. Laredo, Texas. 

CORVUS AFFINIS Rtipp. 

Corvus macrorhynchus Wagl. 

Specimens from Himalayas, Java and Sumatra. I cannot make 
the presence or absence of white bases to the feathers accord with the 
localities, and have, therefore, not endeavored to distinguish the 
continental race levaillanti from the island form. 

Corvus macrorhynchus japonensis Bp. Japan. 
Corvus philippinus Bp. Philippines. 
Corvus enca (Horsf.). 

Several specimens without localities. 
Corvus enca violaceus (Bp.). Ceram. 
Corvus coronoides Vig. & Horsf. 

Six specimens from Gould's collection ; from W. Australia, New 
South "Wales, Pt. Essington and Tasmania. Mr. Sharpe recognizes 
two species of Australian crows in his Catalogue, the principal differ- 
ence between them being in the color of the eye. Mr. Gould's spec- 
imens bears no data on this point, and as I can find no constant 
differences in their measurements or coloration I refer them all to 
coronoides. 
Corvus corone Linn. 

A series from Europe and also one labelled, Japan. 
Corvus americanus Aud. 

A series from New Jersey and Pennsylvania including one of a 
nearly uniform light gray and another with part of the wings pure 
white. 
Corvus americanus floridanus Baird. 

Florida, Rhoads collection. 
Corvus caurinus Baird. 

Specimens from Washington and Sitka, Alaska. 
Corvus mexicanus Gm. Western Mexico. 
Corvus ossifragus Wils. Pennsylvania. 
Corvus leucognaphalus Daud. 

A series from St. Domingo, W. L. Abbott collection. 
Corvus monedula Linn. France. 
Corvus negeectus Schl. Japan. 
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Corvus dauuricus Pall. China. 
Corvus cornix Linn. 

Specimens from France and Egypt and an interesting melanistic 
form from Italy. The latter is doubtless the result of hybridization 
between this species and C. eorone as they are well known to inter- 
breed. 

Corvus scapulatus Daud. 

Specimens from various parts of Africa and Madagascar. 
Corvus torquatus Less. 

Three specimens doubtless' from South Africa although they bear 
no labels. 

Picicorvus columbianus (Wils.). Western U. S. 
Cyanocephalus cyanocephalus (Wied.). 

Specimens collected by Dr. T. C. Henry in New Mexico and by 
F. L. Kern on Fremont's Expedition, 1846. 
Nucifraga caryocatactes (Linn.). 
Nucifraga hemispila Vig. India. 
Nucifraga multipunctata Gould. India. 

Fregilinse. 

Coracia gracula (Linn.). Abyssinia. 

Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax (Linn.). 

Several specimens, without locality. 

PARADISEID-ffi. 

The Academy collection contains 79 specimens of Birds of 
Paradise representing 25 species and includes three types. The 
whole number of species now recognized is about 45. 

I. Epimaehinse. 

Ptilorhis paradisea Sw. 

A series from New South Wales, Gould collection. 
Ptilorhis victory Gould. 

One specimen, labelled Australia. 
Ptilorhis magnifica ( Vieill.). 

Three specimens two of which are the types of Ptilorhis wilsoni 
Ogden (Proc. Phila. Acad. 1875, p. 451). Dr. Ogden afterwards 
states (op. cit. 1876, p. 182) that the feet upon which he founded one 
of his characters belonged to another bird. It is strange that this 
was not noticed before as the birds are distinctly labelled " les pattes 
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sont du Cassicus persicus." With regard to the extent of metallic 
feathers on the neck and breast, I think that this is merely due to 
the manner of mounting ; the specimen of P. magnified is poorly 
stuffed and the breast feathers are laid over one another in several 
layers while in the specimens described as P. wilsoni they are 
separated as far as possible and naturally cover a much greater space 
and the breasts are well filled out, which makes quite a contrast. 
Seleucides alba (Gm.). Three males. New Guinea. 
Epimachus speciosus (Bodd.). 

Three males and one female. New Guinea. 

Paradiseinse. 

ASTRAPIA NIGRA (Gm.). 

Male and female. New Guinea. 
Paradigalla carunculata (Eyd. & Soul.). New Guinea. 
Parotia sefilata (Penn.). Two males. New Guinea. 
Lophorhina superba (Penn.). 

One male. New Guinea. 
Paradisea apoda Linn. Several males. 
Paradisea minor Shaw. 

A series of males and females from New Guinea. 
Paradisea sanguinea Shaw. One male. 
Cicinnurus regius (Linn.). 

Three males and one female probably from New Guinea. 

DlPHYLLODES MAGNIFICA (Penn.). 

Three males from New Guinea. 

SCHLEGELIA WILSONI Cass. 

One male, the type of the species. This specimen is thought by 
Mr. Sclater to be also the type of Bonaparte's Diphyllodes respubUea, 
and this name has frequently been used for the bird. Mr. Sharpe in 
his " Catalogue of Birds " refers Bonaparte's name to the Rhipidomis 
gulielmi-tertii (Meyer), and thus adds to the complication. It seems 
to me absolutely impossible to tell what bird Bonaparte intended by 
his very brief description " fasciculo e plumis elongatis nuchse rubris " 
and I think anyone would be justified in passing over such a de- 
scription as this and adopting for each species the first clear 
diagnosis which, in the case of the present bird, is that of Cassin. 
Xanthomelus aureus (Linn.). New Guinea. 
Phonygama keraudreni Less. Cape York, Australia. 
Manucodia chalybata (Penn.). New Guinea. 
Manucodia atra (Less.). New Guinea. 
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Ptilonorhynchinse . 

Ptilonorhychus violaceus (Vieill.). 

A series from New South Wales, Gould collection. 
Aerulcedus viridis (Lath.). 

New South Wales, Gould collection. 
Chlamydodera mac ul ata Gould. 

Types from New South Wales, Gould collection. 
Chlamydodera nuchalis (Jard. & Selb.). 

Series from Pt. Essington, Australia, Gould collection. 
Sericulus melinus (Lath.). 

Series from New South Wales, Gould collection. 

ORIOLIDJE. 

The Oriolidce, including the genus Sphecotheres which has been 
placed here by Mr. Wallace and Mr. Sharpe, comprise about 35 
species, of which the Academy collection contains 22 represented by 
97 specimens including one type. 
Oriolus oriolus (Linn.). 

A series of 14 specimens from Europe and Africa. 
Oriolus kundoo Sykes. 

A series from India, Boys collection. 
Oriolus auratus Vieill. 

A series from Africa. 
Oriolus tenuirostris Blyth. India. 
Oriolus maculatus Vieill. 

Two specimens without locality. 
Oriolus chinensis Linn. 

Four specimens from the Philippines. 
Oriolus melanocephalus Linn. India. 
Oriolus monachus (Gm.). Abyssinia. 
Oriolus larvatus Lieht. 

A series from Cape of Good Hope. 
Oriolus brachyrhynchus Swains. 

Several specimens from W. Africa collected by Du Chaillu. 
Oriolus nigripennis Verr. 

West Africa collected by Du Chaillu. 
Oriolus xanthonotus Horsf. Java. 
Oriolus flavicinctus (King.). 

Pt. Essington and Green Hill Island, Australia, Gould collection. 
Oriolus viridifuscus (Heine.). Timor. 
Oriolus striatus (Quoy & Gaim.). New Guinea. 
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Obiolus boubuensis (Quoy & Gaim.). Bouru. 
Obiolus vieidis (Lath.). 

Five from Rivoli collection and three from New South Wales, 
Gould collection. 
Obiolus affinis Gould. 

The validity of this species is doubted by Sharpein his Catalogue 
of Birds, as the British Museum at that time had no specimens. It 
is undoubtedly distinct from the other Australian species as is clearly 
shown by the four type specimens in the Academy collection from 
Pt. Essington. The differences which distinguish this species from 
0. viridis are exactly as stated by Gould. The average length of 
bill (exposed) is in 0. affinis 1"28 ins., and in 0. viridis 1*03 ins. 
The wing in 0. affinis measures 5 - 65 ins., and in 0. viridis 5'90 ins. 
Sphecotheees maxillabis (Lath.). 

Three specimens from New South Wales, Gould collection. 
Sphecotheees flaviventbis Gould. 

One specimen from Cape York, Australia, which probably came 
from Gould. It bears a label giving in addition to the locality, etc. 
" Sphecotheres new sp." so it may be the type of the species. 
Sphecotheees vibidis Vieill. 

Two specimens from Timor. 



